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TEXAS MONTHLY PUBLISHES
EXCLUSIVE ORAL HISTORY ABOUT LIFE OF SELENA
Selena Quintanilla Perez Remembered by Her Family, Bandmates, and 
Friends in April Issue Cover Story
Austin, Texas—March 18, 2010—Upon the 15th anniversary of her death, Texas Monthly has published an exclusive oral history about the life of Selena Quintanilla Perez. Senior editor Pamela Colloff interviewed more than 50 people who knew Selena best. They reflect back on her life, her music, and her legacy. Colloff writes in her introduction, “Here, for the first time, all the prominent players in her journey from obscurity to fame—her family, her husband, her bandmates, her childhood friends, the fashion designer with whom she collaborated, and the record executives who recognized her talent early on—tell her story in their own words, and consider what might have been.”  Selena was murdered by the president of her fan club on March 31, 1995. Below is a selection of quotes from the story:
“Oh, she would have been—undoubtedly—one of the biggest stars in the world. Selena was going to be huge not only in Latin music but in the mainstream market. She would have been up there with Mariah Carey, with Madonna, with the great ones.”  Daniel Glass, former president and CEO of EMI Records
“Selena was the first person who made me proud to be Mexican. Before Selena, I was more embarrassed than proud, to be honest. The sense of pride she had about where she came from was new to me, because I had pretty much grown up in an all-white world. The music and the world that Selena created all made me extremely proud of where I came from, and I started thinking of myself as Mexican American.”  Martin Gomez, fashion designer for Selena’s clothing line
“Most people think our rise to stardom was quick, but it wasn’t. We had been performing for six years at outdoor festivals and local clubs and little bitty dance halls before we started hearing our music on the radio.”  Suzette Quintanilla Arriaga, Selena’s sister and drummer in Selena’s band
The April 2010 issue of Texas Monthly is available on newsstands beginning today.
Texas Monthly has a circulation of 300,000 and is read by more than 2.4 million people each month—one out of every eight Texas adults. Texas Monthly is published by Emmis Publishing, L.P. Emmis owns and operates radio stations and other magazines.
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