
to adjust the stalwart’s version of the siege 
of the Alamo as Anglo versus Mexican 
by highlighting the presence of Tejanos 
among the ill-fated band of insurrection-
ists. Installed in seven vitrines throughout 
the shrine and sacristy, “Standing Their 
Ground,” which was mounted by the Texas 
General Land O�  ce and opened during land 
commissioner Jerry Patterson’s recent 
failed bid for the Republican nomination 
for lieutenant governor, can seem to be a 
fevered bit of ethnic pandering. “It’s im-
portant to remember the Tejano defenders 
who sacrifi ced their lives for Texas freedom 
too,” Patterson states in a press release. 

There are, of course, a few examples on 
display of the Mexican presence in the leg-
endary battle of the revolution. One glass 
case contains a beautiful crimson and silver-
polka-dotted chocolatera, a ceramic pot used 
to make Aztec-style hot chocolate. Nearby 
there’s a Spanish navaja, a folding knife with 

looks like my father’s writing!” Another 
tourist said to his companion, “You know, 
Sebastopol was Russia’s Alamo!” 

Fanciful, perhaps. But gaze deeply into 
the texts and you will fi nd a hidden story. 
Court documents reveal that decades after 
the battle, the heirs of the Tejano dead still 
sought to receive the land promised to them 
as recognition of their ancestors’ sacrifi ce, 
“a just and standing claim,” in the words of 
one a�  davit. It’s a poignant testimonio of 
broken promises. 

Even Seguín, who went on to become 
mayor of San Antonio, lost hope in the 
aftermath of the Texas Revolution, hav-
ing witnessed scourges of Anglo violence 
on his Tejano compatriots. He eventually 
decamped to Mexico, where he later died, 
disillusioned, convinced that his dream of 
an equitable, multicultural, mestizo Texas 
would never come to be. More than a cen-
tury later, we’re still waiting.   

Remember the Alamo, indeed.
—JOHN PHILLIP SANTOS

an ornate Moorish design on its handle, an 
elegant weapon that makes a bowie knife 
look like a savage bludgeon. But the modest 
show overreaches in its attempts to repre-
sent Tejanosas equal comrades in the upris-
ing. You can’t spin an epic of unrecognized 
valor out of a couple of gewgaws.

Yes, Tejanos died at the Alamo—8 of 
them, to be exact, out of 189 men who are 
believed to have been killed. That number 
could have been higher; the legendary Juan 
Seguín and 6 other Tejanos were ordered to 
leave and seek reinforcements just before 
the fi ghting started. But the truth is that Te-
jano enlistment in the Texas Revolution was 
scant. Ampler biographies of the Alamo’s 
Tejano dead may illuminate the reasons 
these men cast their lot with interlopers 
from the North, but this show merely wants 
to enlist them in a roll call of Texas glory. 

Staring into the glass cases, visitors can 
see myriad refl ections. Squinting to read 
a letter from Seguín, one elderly woman 
from Guadalajara told her daughter, “It 

➛  When the INRIX company released its annual list of America’s most congested 
cities, the big news for Texans was that for the second year in a row, Austin was ranked 
the fourth-most-congested city in America—up from sixth two years ago and ninth 
the year before that. But though Austin is certainly home to migraine-inducing traffic 

jams, its ranking obscures the fact that in Texas, Houston (number seventeen on INRIX’s list) is, in many ways, the king of congestion. 
On the Texas Department of Transportation’s list of our state’s 100 worst corridors, Houston has 36 entries; Austin has a mere 8. Yes, 
that’s largely a function of Houston’s size—there are simply more highways in Houston that can be congested. But sprawl also means 
that Houstonians are driving farther distances than Austinites are, which means Houston’s traffic problems are causing more problems 
than Austin’s. That’s true even if Texas’s most-congested stretch of road—Interstate 35 between Texas Highway 71 and U.S. 183—lies 
two and a half hours west of Houston. Depending on traffic conditions in Brenham, of course. —JEFF SALAMON 
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Houston’s Inner Loop: The Five Worst Traffic Corridors

I-10 BETWEEN I-610 W AND I-45

I-45 BETWEEN I-10 AND I-610 S

ESTIMATED ANNUAL 
CONGESTION COSTS: 
$114 million
BIG PROBLEMS:  Plenty of 
people weaving across lanes 
to get to U.S. 290, I-10, 
U.S. 59, and U.S. 90A , not to 
mention the exits to the major 
downtown business centers 
and the Galleria. 
WHAT’S BEING DONE: 
Some recent reconstruction, 
but the road can be widened 
only so much, thanks to the 
presence of Memorial Park 
on one side of the Loop and 
commercial development on 
the other. Better bus service in 
the Galleria area is a priority.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL CONGESTION COSTS: $67 million
BIG PROBLEM: Left-hand exit to I-45, which many don’t realize 
until the last minute, causing them to swerve across three lanes.
WHAT’S BEING DONE:  Construction of new frontage roads to 
o� er alternatives to the highway.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL 
CONGESTION COSTS:  $73 million
BIG PROBLEMS:  Narrow lanes, narrow 
shoulders, low bridge clearances, limited 
sight distances, and a rapidly growing 
population in northern Harris County. 
WHAT’S BEING DONE:  Possible 
future improvements to the I-610 and 
Spur 5 exchanges and discussions 
about demolishing part of I-45 and 
moving it east of town(!). 

610

ESTIMATED ANNUAL CONGESTION COSTS (COMBINED):  $136 million
BIG PROBLEMS:  Inbound tra�  c, which, for reasons that are unclear, 
is particularly bad in the afternoon, the opposite of what one would expect; 
overpasses so  low that trucks occasionally collide with them.
WHAT’S BEING DONE:  A project begins this year to turn the single-lane ramps 
onto and o�  of I-610 into two-lane ramps.

U.S. 59 BETWEEN I-610 W AND HIGHWAY 288 
AND U.S. 59 BETWEEN 288 AND I-10

I-610 BETWEEN 
I-10 W AND U.S. 90A 
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